AFGHANISTAN FIVE YEARS LATER

Charting the

Revenue from the burgeon-
ing opium trade has helped
fund a formidable Taliban
resurgence in Helmand and
Kandahar Provinces.
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With the influx of about $8 billion in aid
immediately following the invasion of coalition forces,
Afghanistan experienced immediate and robust
economic growth. That growth has waned in the past
several years, and opium cultivation may now
account for as much as one third of the country’s
gross domestic product.
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