
Major religious families by counties 

of the United States, in percentages
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The map shows the leading religious 
membership in 2000 in counties where at least 
one group has 25 percent or more of the total 
membership. Counties where no group has 25 
percent of the total membership are left blank.

Source: The 149 religious bodies who participated in a study 
sponsored by the Association of Statisticians of American 
Religious Bodies (ASARB). Data from this study is reported in 
‘Religious Congregations & Membership in the United States: 
2000,’ published by the Glenmary Research Center.

*The Christian family includes: Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ); Christian Churches and Churches of Christ; 
Churches of Christ; International Churches of Christ

US religions that are growing 
(with more than 500,000 members)

LILIAN AKWISOMBE – STAFF

Source: ‘Churches and Church Membership in the United States 1990’ and 
‘Religious Congregations and Membership in the United States 2000,’ Association 
of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies, and Glenmary Research Center
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Charting America’s religious landscape 
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US adults: religious or secular? 

Source: American Religious Identification Survey, 2001, 
The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

‘When it comes to your outlook, do you regard yourself as...’
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Source: ‘Churches and Church Membership in the United States 1990’ and ‘Religious Congregations and Membership 
in the United States 2000,’ Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies, and Glenmary Research Center

Top 15 religions in terms of adherents

Number of adherents (in millions)
Percentage of total US population

Christian Churches and Churches of Christ - 1.44 m, 0.5% 
Muslim estimate - 1.60 m, 0.6%
Churches of Christ - 1.65 m, 0.6%
United Church of Christ - 1.70 m, 0.6%
American Baptist Churches in the US - 1.77 m, 0.6%
Episcopal Church - 2.31 m, 0.8%
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod - 2.52 m, 0.9%
Assemblies of God - 2.60 m, 0.9%
Presbyterian Church (US) - 3.14 m, 1.1%

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints - 4.22 m, 1.5%
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America - 5.11 m, 1.8%

Jewish estimate* - 6.14 m, 2.2%
United Methodist Church - 10.40 m, 3.7%

Southern Baptist Convention - 19.90 million, 7.1% 62 million, 22.0%
Catholic Church

*This includes secular Jews


